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Multiple Identities of Chinese Americans and Responses
from Chinese in Mainland China: A Case Study of Gary Locke

Yiping CHEN

Professor of History & International Relations, Jinan University, China

The nomination of Gary Locke by President Obama as the new U.S. Ambassador to China on
March 9, 2011 stirred up a heated discussion and even debates in Mainland China. This paper
analyses multiple identities of Chinese Americans and responses from Chinese in Mainland China
through the case study of Gary Locke based on the findings of telephone survey in Guangdong,
which was co-conducted by the author and an opinion research centre. The telephone survey findings
show that majority of the respondents are proud of the appointment of Gary Locke, but nearly half
are dissatisfied with his words like “100 Percent American” .The author thinks that the debates on
the appointment are because that Chinese in Mainland China can’t understand the multiple identities
of Chinese Americans as well as what Gary Locke said and did. The author argues that Chinese
Americans acknowledge themselves as members of global society, host country and motherland etc.,
and have different kinds of identities such as national identity, political identity ,ethnic identity and
cultural identity. The author concludes that Chinese Americans may become assets of soft power of
both U.S. and China because of the multiple identities, the key is a win-win thinking, which indicates
that both governments should encourage Chinese Americans play greater positive roles in

communication, mutual understanding and cooperation between U.S. and China.
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